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Exciting News 

Dartmouth Park Awarded Green Flag Status 

The Friends Group are delighted to announce that Dartmouth Park has been awarded Green Flag status 
following its five year restoration programme which was funded by the Heritage Lottery and Sandwell 
Council.  

The Green Flag judges were very complimentary about all the new amenities enjoyed by the many families 
who now frequent the Park on a regular basis. Congratulations to Park Manager, John, the dedicated Park 
gardeners, and  the various apprentices who have worked so hard to ensure Dartmouth Park was 
recognised by the judges as a ‘welcoming, healthy, safe and secure environment’ to visit. The staff and 
volunteers were praised for how the Park is maintained and the work that has been done to improve its 
horticultural standards. I am sure you will agree that the Reform Street Entrance and Avenue, together with 
the Sensory Garden, give a stunning first impression of the Park.  The children’s play area, with its water 
play feature, is a great success and the destination for families at weekends and in the school holidays. 

The Friends Group gets a special mention in the report for their promotion of the Park to the rest of the 
community, and we were praised for the 'excellent material' in the pavilion showing the history of the site. 
We were also praised for how we have worked alongside the staff to achieve all the restoration projects 
and that 'the Park is a credit to all our efforts'.   

Below are a couple of photographs which show the changes made to just one area of the Park. The 
pedestal in the photograph on the left is where the Drinks Fountain stands in the photograph on the right.  
 

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
mailto:carolh.fodp@btinternet.com
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Forthcoming Events 

Sue Slater, Annette Welch and Jim King 

Autumn Fair 

Saturday 5 September 2015 

11am until 2pm 

in Dartmouth Park 

All your favourite stalls, plus new 

attractions.  

For the children we have  

RonnieCrackers 

If you would like a stall for just £7.50 

contact Annette 

on 07963 101750  

Cakes 

Birds of Prey Display 

Face Painting 

Pottery 

Reminder ……. 

Final Payment of £22.50 for our trip to 

Yorkshire due by 7 September. 

Please note Woodsome Hall’s 

Dress Code is Smart Casual 

(No jeans and trainers)  

Christmas Event 

Wednesday 16 December 2015 

Venue by popular demand  

The Richardson Suite at  

The Hawthorns 

Cost: £25 for members 

£27.50 for non-members 

Cost includes: 

3 Course Festive Meal 

Entertainment by   

Soul Brother Soul Sister 

with past and present popular hits   

to encourage you on to the dance floor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book your place at this event by sending a 

deposit of £10 per person to the address on  

Page 1. 

(Members’ friends welcome) 

Bouncy Castle 

 Wildlife of Dartmouth Park Video  

Mike Mountford and Mike Poulton set up their website earlier this year which can be 

accessed on 'The Park' page of our website. They have now produced a video of the Park 

and its wildlife which you can access via the following link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1u2l4wG-YuI&feature=youtu.be  
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Terry Price launches his latest book on Saturday 26 September 

On Tuesday 7 July members of the Friends' 
group visited the Manor House for a guided tour 
and refreshments. 

It was more like April with some heavy showers, 
but in between the sun shone and we were able 
to take a tour around the outside of the building, 
before doing an extensive tour of the interior. 

Our guide for the afternoon was Ian Casey, and 
he gave us a history of the origins of the Manor 
House and how it had been altered over the 
centuries. The building has had a chequered 
history and been occupied by Lords of the 
Manor, farmers, families in tenements, a 
restaurant and eventually a pub. 

It is a Grade 1 listed building and has some very 
important features of great historic interest.  

Ian's tour was very interesting and humorous. 
As well as pointing out all the features of the 
house, we had a ghost story, a little bit about 
early 'surgery' techniques, and the lowdown on 
the primitive toilet facilities available when the 
Lord of the Manor was in situ.  

The afternoon was rounded off with tea and 
biscuits in the Great Hall. 

Terry Price’s book launches have become an event not to be 
missed for local people interested in West Bromwich’s past, 
and this year Terry has made it possible for everyone who 
wishes to attend to do so by having an open house at Wesley 
Methodist Church, in the High Street, between 09.30am and 
4pm on Saturday 26 September.  Carl Chinn will be attending 
and also signing copies of Terry’s book, but on this occasion 
will not be giving a talk.  Carl will be available from 10am to 
1pm and there will be an opportunity for more people to meet 
him, as there will be no need to restrict numbers—a problem 
in the past. 

There are six chapters in ‘West Bromwich Remembered’ 
covering almost every area of West Bromwich, with street 
scenes,  shops, numerous pubs, football teams, Sunday 
School Anniversaries as well as Christmas and Coronation 
Day Celebrations and the always popular school photographs.   
 
The Hardback Limited Edition book costs £9.99 which  gives a 
saving of £7.  Copies of this book will not be available in any of 
the major shops.  If you would like to reserve signed Hardback 
copies please contact: Terry on 01922 635891.  Postal 
Delivery will cost £2 extra and Terry requests that no monies 
be sent to him in advance unless a postal delivery is required. 

Donations will again be made to local charities and churches 
from the proceeds of the sale of the book, and the Friends of 
Dartmouth Park have benefited from such a donation in the 
past. 

A group of the Friends have a guided tour of the Manor House 
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The History of the West Bromwich Institute 

In the 1880s there was overwhelming support in West Bromwich for the setting up of a West Bromwich 

Institute for the main purpose of educating artisans in “the principles and technicalities affecting their 

several pursuits”. A committee was formed and a plot of land was purchased for £1,676 in Lodge Road.   

The building, below right, designed by Wood and Kendrick of West Bromwich was erected, with the 

foundation stone being laid by Alderman Reuben Farley. The Institute’s first President, the Earl of 

Dartmouth, formally opened the building on 4 May 1886, which contained a reading room, classroom, 

laboratory, lecture theatre and assembly hall.  

A programme of classes in art, science and technical instruction was inaugurated and in 1887, the art 

classes were organised into a school of art which formed the basis of the Ryland Memorial School of Art 

built some years later. Eventually the Institute building itself was conveyed to the Corporation on a trust 

basis, the main condition being that the Institute could retain the use of certain rooms for its own purposes.  

This was to prove a source of contention in later years. 

The handing over of the building left the Institute free to devote itself to the organisation of cultural activities 

and entertainment.  A programme of weekly lectures was established from the beginning, and their 

popularity was such that for over fifty years the lecture hall was invariably packed to capacity.  During the 

Second World War was the only period when the weekly meetings were abandoned. 

The list of distinguished visitors appearing at the Institute included writers, explorers, representatives of all 

branches of arts and sciences, radio and television personalities and people from all walks of life who have 

been prepared to talk about their interests and experiences.  In addition to the weekly lectures, many 

musical and dramatic performances were organised. 

Presidents of the Institute have included many notable personalities.  Two Earls of Dartmouth and two 

Bishops of Lichfield have held the office, together with writers, scientists, industrialists and prominent local 

people.   

The final meeting in the Lodge Road Institute building took place on Tuesday 21 February 2012.  The 

evening was a resounding success with members and guests filling the room to capacity.  Members were 

able to gain access to the theatre to see where Institute lectures were held when membership was counted 

in hundreds.  Former President, Refna Trow, recalled attending when 500 people filled the auditorium to 

listen to nationally renowned speakers. 

Although during recent years the membership has reduced the Institute is still thriving, and new members 

are always welcome. 

The Institute now meets weekly in the Central Library, High Street, West Bromwich on Tuesday evenings 

at 7.30pm between September and the end of March. 

For more information contact Charles Sproston: Tel: 0121 588 3365, Email: cjsproston@talktalk.net. 


